
Thomas Grady 

Thomas Grady began gaining expeli n e for his 
ulUre in rockcrawling when he was around three y ar 

old. ut he ju t didn't know it ye . It was during Ihese 
early years that he began operatmg machinery such a 
bulldozers. ckhoes. nowmoblles. and forkltfts His 
lath r, AI n, Iso h ::l him out in the. hop welding, an 
helping bUild and main ain 'ucks and trailer; ot your 
average extra-curricular aCl! i les for apreschooler At 
age nine, Thomas was testing the uspen ion of his d d's 
'B6 CJB al Rockport Of -Road Park In Pittsfield. IL, where 
he r e trai hI p the ompetition st e, without 
slowing down or looking back Both his lather, and park 
owner De bie Wombles were impressed Ii hhis displ y 
of skill. an during lunch that day, Alan snotted the RRock 
co petllion rulebook on the lable, and noticed that there 
was no age restriction or driver' licen.e require ent to 
compete. So, in Dc aber 2004, Thomas entered his first 
competition and grabbed a second place finish In tile 

tack Class at Ro koort Off-Road Park's RRock Senes. 
At 1111s stage, twelve-year-old Thomas has shown 

exceptional dedication 10 the sport He always takes tile 
initiative when preparing for acompetition by che king 
tliP. res ure, dnve shafts. u-Joil1l . and perfonmlng other 
nece sary tasks. He even cUls grass for the nerghbors to 
get his regIstration money. 1homas does all of the driving 
dUllng trail rides and competitions, while AI np ovicle 
ande 0 and rom each location, along with valuab e 
.upp an ndvice. "Thomas has de eloped a real ense 
I reading the terrain and kno in how to make Ih Jeep 

w rk the hili," Alan said "He i always read'i to work on 
the fig and do hatever it take to get us ready for the 
comps and trips." Together, the have I'.' rke on twe king 
he CJ to fit Tho s' Ii e and dislikes This has included 
Inger hiIter n the Atlas, differ .ntly shaped handles 
on the cutting bra es for bet er leverage, and mounted 
spacers on the pedals 

Their 20 7season was impressive. can idering 
Tho as is the younge teo petltor out I ere 'It is 
lhe best sport I know of. and you can compete a ainst 
adults:' Thomas remarked "It IS great to be he youngest 
and almost the best. To Ole. rockcrawling I a passi n" 
Last year, he c mpeted in tlle RRock series, both in he 
Stock Class with 35-lnch tires, and Legends Cia swith 
40s. He finished the season with a respectable lourtll 
place in Legends Class, missing hird by only one poiml 
While thiS might seem disappointin ,remelllber that most 
of lhe ther drivers have been behind the wheel for longer 
than Thomas has been alive Plus, Grady's Jeep is he only 
rig rtlnning ith lea! springs In the LegenrJs Class. 

CR WL will be on the look Ul for Thomas in DaB, 
ecaus he's got some wlOnlng 0 do. Each trme he I' ut 

on Ihe trail his expenence grows, and he impro es "There 
are many times hen c mpeting IS a lot of effort, and I 
knO\' it does t ke a toll on him ment Ily nn physically:' 
dad refleCled. "But he always sleps up and gives It 100 
percent" Watch fa Thomas and his dad giving it heir all 
a RRock vents his season 
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